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ROSS-ON-WYE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
19^5  in  accordance  with  Article  15(4)  and  (5)  of  the  Public 
Health  Officers  Regulations  1959?  and  Circular  l/66  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

During  19&5  the  health  of  the  population  of  the  Urban 
District  was  good.  The  number  of  live  births  was  greater 
than  in  the  previous  year  and  there  was  a  small  decrease  in 
the  number  of  deaths.  The  incidence  of  acute  infectious 
disease  was  very  low. 

The  Report  contains  a  meteorological  report  kindly  supplied 
by  Mr.  P.J.  Parsons,  M.B.E.,  Meteorologist- in -Charge,  County 
Observatory,  Ross-on-Wye,  giving  a  record  of  climatic  conditions 
during  the  year. 

During  the  year,  the  Council’s  Authorised  Meat  Inspector, 
Mr.  C.H.  Ramsay,  resigned  to  take  up  another  appointment  and 
there  was  an  interval  before  a  successor  could  fill  the 
vacancy.  However,  with  the  assistance  from  the  Veterinary 
Surgeons  in  the  town,  meat  inspection  was  maintained. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  Report,  I  acknowledge 
assistance  from  Mr.  E.  Moses,  Clerk  to  the  Council; 

Mr.  R.H.  Shaw  Batchford,  Public  Health  Inspector;  and 
Mr.  W.H.  Austin,  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  Herefordshire 
Water  Board  for  information  respecting  the  public  water 
supplies. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Council  for  the 
support  which  has  been  given  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties 
throughout  the  year. 

I  am, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


10th  June,  1966 
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SECTION  A  -  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  UP  THN  ARdA 

Area  (in  acres)  = 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (31*12.65)  = 

Rateable  Value  = 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  = 

Registrar  General's  estimated  mid-year  population  = 

Area  comparability  factor  (births)  = 

Area  comparability  factor  (deaths)  = 

Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year 

Number  of  live  birth3  = 

Live  birth  rate  per  1000  population  (crude)  = 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  = 

Stillbirths 

Number  of  stillbirths  = 

Rate  per  1000  (live  and  still)  births  = 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  = 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Infant  deaths  per  1000  live  births  = 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000  legitimate  live 

births  = 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000  illegitimate 

live  births  = 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 

1000  live  births)  = 

darly  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week 

per  100U  live  births)  = 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1  week  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births)  = 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  maternal  deaths  = 


1,004 

1,978 

£224,777 

£812 

6,110 

1.11 

0.75 

109 

17.8 

6.#; 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

9.2 

9.8 

Nil 

9.2 

9.2 

9-2 

Nil 
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The  Urban  District  of  Ross-on-Y/ye  is  a  small  country  town,  known 
as  a  holiday  centre  for  the  lower  Y /ye  Valley.  The  town  is  recognised 
as  an  inland  health  resort  for  convalescence,  especially  during  the 
winter  months. 

Catering  for  visitors  forms  an  important  source  of  employment. 
Industries  located  in  the  town  include  timber  and  joinery  works,  rubber 
moulding,  printing  and  some  light  engineering. 


Population 

The  Registrar  General's  estimated  mid-year  population  for  1965 
was  6,110,  an  increase  of  469  on  the  1961  census  population  of  the 
Urban  District.  This  population  occupied  1,978  dwellings,  and  the 
average  number  of  persons  per  occupied  dwelling  was  3*1  an&  the  average 
number  of  persons  per  acre  was  6.0.  The  average  number  of  occupied 
dwellings  per  acre  was  1.97*  The  natural  increase  of  population  (excess 
of  live  births  over  deaths)  for  1965  was  36. 


Births 


The  total  number  of  live  births  recorded  as  having  occurred  within 
the  District  during  the  year  is  109  (58  male  and  51  female).  During 
the  previous  year  102  births  were  attributed  to  the  district.  The  crude 
live  birth  rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  is  17*8  and  using 
the  comparability  factor  of  1.11  for  the  District,  the  corrected  live 
birth  rate  is  19*8  per  l,000estimated  population.  The  live  birth  rate 
for  Dngland  and  ‘’ales  for  I965  is  18.1  per  1000  population. 

The  number  of  live  births  that  occurred  out  of  wedlock  was  7.  This 
figure  for  I964  was  4-  Illegitimate  live  births  represented  6.4f£  of  the 
total  live  births. 


Stillbirths 

No  stillbirths  were  registered  during  the  year.  There  was  1 
stillbirth  in  the  previous  year. 

The  stillbirth  rate  for  Dngland  and  Wales  for  196 5  is  .15*7  per 
10CD total  live  and  still  births. 


Deaths 

The  actual  number  of  deaths  recorded  as  having  occurred  within  the 
District  during  the  year  is  73  (41  male  and  32  female). 

For  the  year  1964  there  were  74  deaths  in  the  Urban  District. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  is  obtained  after  deducting  the  deaths  of 
non-residents  and  adding  the  deaths  of  residents  who  died  outside  the 
Urban  District. 

The  crude  death  rate  from  all  causes  is  11. 9  per  1000  population 
and  when  adjusted  for  comparative  purposes  the  corrected  death  rate  is 
8.9  per  1000  estimated  population.  The  death  rate  from  all  causes 
for  the  year  for  England  and  Wales  is  U.5  per  1000  population. 

The  ratio  of  male/female  deaths  for  the  year  is  1*3« 

Various  forms  of  heart  disease  (headings  18,  19  and  20),  the  most 
frequent  cause  of  death,  gave  rise  to  21  deaths.  The  corrected  local 
mortality  rate  for  the  year  for  all  forms  of  heart  disease  is  2.2  per 
1000  estimated  population. 
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Table  of  Deaths  according  to  Sex  and  Cause 


List 

No. 

Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Persons 

10 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

3 

3 

11 

n  "  Lung,  bronchus 

7 

- 

7 

12 

"  "  Breast 

— 

1 

1 

13 

"  11  Uterus 

- 

11 

1 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

5 

2 

7 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

1 

1 

16 

Diabetes 

- 

1 

1 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

5 

8 

13 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

5 

2 

7 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

- 

1 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

6 

8 

14 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

— 

1 

1 

23 

Pneumonia 

- 

2 

2 

24 

Bronchitis 

3 

- 

3 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

- 

1 

1 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

3 

4 

7 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

- 

1 

35 

Suicide 

2 

— 

2 

All  Causes 

41 

32 

73 

Cancer  Deaths 

The  number  of  deaths  caused  by  cancer  of  all  sites  was  19  (15  males 
and  4  females).  In  the  previous  year  there  were  13  deaths  from  cancer. 
The  corrected  local  death  rate  for  all  forms  of  cancer  was  2.0  per  1000 
estimated  population.  The  cancer  (all  forms)  death  rate  for  England 
and  Vales  for  1965  is  2.2  per  1000  population. 

Deaths  due  to  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease 

Pneumonia  caused  two  deaths*  and  was  the  only  acute  notifiable 
disease  attributed  as  a  cause  of  death  during  the  year;  one  less  than 
in  1964.  The  corrected  pneumonia  death  rate  for  the  Urban  District  is 
0.21  per  1000  estimated  population. 


Tuberculosis 


No  deaths  were  attributed  to  tuberculosis. 

The  death  rate  for  the  year  for  England  and  Wales  for  all  forms  of 
tuberculosis  is  0.048  per  1000  population. 


Infant  Mortality 

One  baby  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  1965  ~  one  less  than 
in  the  previous  year. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  year  for  England  and  Wales  is 
19*0  per  1000  live  births. 

The  local  infant  mortality  rate  is  9*2  rjer  1000  live  births. 


Puerperal  and  other  Paternal  Deaths 

I  am  pleased  to  record  that  no  maternal  deaths  occurred  within 
the  Urban  District.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  hales  for  19^5 
from  all  maternal  causes  is  0.25  per  1000  total  (live  and  still) 
births. 
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SUCTION  B  -  GUNURAL  PROVISION  OP  H3A.LTH  SURVIC3S  POP  THE  AR  A 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  County  Hospital,  Hereford 
provides  facilities  for  clinical  pathological  investigations  and. 
bacteriological  examinations  of  water,  milk  and  other  foods. 

Chemical  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Analyst  of 
Worcester,  and  biological  specimens  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Worcester. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  investigations  made  on 
behalf  of  the  Department  during  the  year:- 


Swab  -  1 

Faeces  -  1 

Milk  (Past  eurised)  -  43 

Water  (bacteriological)  -  125 

Ur  ine  -  2 

Ice-cream  -  2 


Three  samples  of  water,  5  of  sewage  effluent,  2  of  sewage  and 
4  of  sewage  sludge  were  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  chemical 
analysis. 

In  addition,  3  samples  of  raw  milk  were  submitted  to  Worcester 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  biological  test. 


Ambulance  Service 


One  ambulance  and  a  utilicon  car  with  six  employed  drivers  are 
provided  at  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  Headquarters  in  Pdde  Cross 
Street,  by  the  Herefordshire  County  Council.  Members  of  the  Ross-on-Wye 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  assist  with  this  service. 


Public  Mortuary 

The  Council  maintains  a  small  public  mortuary  with  facilities  for 
post  mortem  examinations  at  the  Depot  in  Greytree  Road.  This  is  very 
useful  to  the  town  and  surrounding  district. 


Disposal  of  the  Dead 

Limited  use  continued  to  be  made  of  the  Council' s  cemetery  in 
Walford  Road  -  one  interment  took  place  during  the  year. 


Section  50  -  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

No  burials  were  carried  out  by  the  Council  under  this  Section  of 
the  Act  during  the  year. 


Section  47  -  National  Assistance  Act,  1943 

No  investigation  was  made  under  this  section  of  the  Act  during 
the  year. 


Public  Conveniences 


Public  Conveniences  are  situated  at  the  Coach  Park,  at  Cross 
House  and  at  the  Crofts.  These  are  well  maintained  under  the 
management  of  the  Council's  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 
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Hospitals 

There  are  two  hospitals  in  the  town  under  the  control  of  the 
Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  Ross  Cottage  Hospital  has 
15  beds.  It  has  facilities  for  medical  and  surgical  cases  and  an 
E-ray  Department,  an  operating  theatre  and  an  out-patients  Department. 

The  Dean  Hill  Hospital  provides  residential  accommodation  for 
mentally  disordered  patients  and  two  wards  for  chronic  sick. 


Clinics 


A  minor  ailment  clinic  for  school  children  is  held  on  Monday 
mornings  during  school  term,  at  Chepstow  House. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  weekly  at  Chepstow  House  on 
Thursday  afternoons. 

Chepstow  House  also  accommodates  dental,  ophthalmic,  speech 
therapy,  chiropody  and  physiotherapy  clinics  each  week,  provided  by 
the  Herefordshire  County  Council. 


SECTION  C  -  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 


Geology 

The  Urban  District  of  Ross-on-Wye  lies  on  Old  Red  Sandstone 
rocks  of  the  Devonian  System. 


Water 


All  public  water  supplies  in  the  Urban  District  are  provided  by 
the  Herefordshire  Water  Board.  The  water  is  obtained  from  the 
pumping  stations  at  Alton  Court,  Ross  and  Castlebrook,  Walford. 

There  was  no  shortage  of  water  in  any  part  of  the  District 
during  the  year. 

All  dwellings  are  supplied  from  the  public  mains  by  service 
pipes  with  the  exception  of  33  houses  supplied  from  7  standpipes. 

The  Herefordshire  Water  Board  constructed  the  following  extensions 
of  water  mains  within  the  Urban  District  during  the  year:- 


440  yards  of  3n  diameter  main  -  Pernbank  Estate 


43 

it 

tt  ^tt 

11  main  -  Merrivale  Estate 

170 

tt 

"  v' 

nr  main  -  Merrivale  Estate 

25 

tt 

tt  ^11 

"  main  -  Duxmere  Estate 

400 

it 

It  jjlt 

"  main  -  Chase  Park  Estate 

800 

tt 

tt 

"  main  -  Chase  Park  Estate 

250 

tt 

"  8" 

"  main  -  Chase  Park  Estate 

No  other  improvements  to  public  water  supply  were  carried  out. 

There  is  co-operation  between  the  Department  and  the  Herefordshire 
Water  Board  to  ensure  that  all  new  mains  are  sterile  before  being 
brought  into  commission. 

The  water  for  the  public  supply  is  chlorinated  at  the  pumping 
stations.  It  has  no  appreciable  solvent  action  upon  ordinary  metals 
and  is  of  good  potable  quality.  There  are  no  public  wells  within  the 
Urban  District. 

Ninety-six  samples  of  potable  water  were  sutmitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  and  all  were  found  to  be  sterile.  Three  samples  of  water 
from  public  main  were  sent  for  chemical  examination  and  showed  the 
water  to  be  suitable  for  human  consumption,  but  somewhat  hard. 
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Total  hardness  varied  from  Jl6  -  298  parts  per  million  and 
temporary  hardness  varied  from  266  -  2 46  parts  per  million  (hardness 
as  calcium  carbonate).  The  fluorine  content  not  verified  during  the 
year,  is  about  0.2  parts  per  million,  which  is  insufficient  to 
prevent  dental  decay. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Public  sewers  extend  throughout  the  Urban  District  and  the  number 
of  premises  not  connected  to  these  sewers  is  negligible.  The  system 
is  the  combined  type  taking  both  storm  and  foul  water. 

Pour  samples  of  sewage  effluent  from  the  Council' s  treatment  plant 
were  sent  for  chemical  examination  to  the  Public  .Analyst  -  these  complied 
with  the  Royal  Commission  standards. 

Ill  new  drains  were  inspected  and  tested  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector.  The  number  of  drain  tests  made  was  34>  and  31  new  drains 
were  constructed.  Six  existing  drains  were  reconstructed  or  repaired. 

Some  flooding  occurred  in  part  of  the  town  during  the  year. 

All  sewage  passes  to  the  Council's  Disposal  Works  at  Lower  Cleeve. 
These  are  modern  works  but  the  disposal  of  sludge  is  not  without 
difficulty.  The  treated  effluent  passes  to  the  River  Wye. 

No  new  sewers  were  constructed  during  the  year. 


Rivers  and  Streams 


The  River  Wye  forms  part  of  the  boundary  of  the  Urban  District. 
Two  small  streams  pass  through  the  area  -  the  Checkley  Brook  and 
Rudhall  Brook. 

The  banks  were  inspected  regularly  and  the  Checkley  G-rovo.- 
Brook  was  cleansed  under  contract. 


Closet  Accommodation 

Water  closets  are  provided  throughout  the  District.  A  small 
number  of  closets  are  not  provided  with  flushing  apparatus. 

Nighty-one  new  water  closets  were  constructed  during  the  year. 
No  conversions  were  necessary. 


Public  Cleansing 

The  Council  provides  a  weekly  collection  of  domestic  refuse  by 
means  of  a  motor  tipping  refuse  vehicle. 

The  collection  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health 
inspector.  Disposal  is  by  tipping  at  Deep  Dean,  Walford,  in  the 
adjoining  Rural  District. 

In  addition  to  domestic  refuse,  the  Council  undertakes  the 
collection  of  certain  types  of  trade  refuse  on  payment;  collection 
from  business  premises  being  made  twice  a  week.  In  summer,  collection 
from  food  premises  is  made  three  times  each  week.  Waste  paper  is 
collected,  when  necessary,  in  addition. 

It  was  necessary  to  re-schedule  the  collection  as  rounds  became 
too  large  as  a  result  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  dwellings. 

The  amount  of  trade  refuse  continues  to  increase. 
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The  Council  ceased  to  provide  on  hire  purchase  terras,  approved 
sanitary  dustbins.  The  demand  did  not  justify  the  administrative 
work. 

The  Council  carried  out  regular  cleansing  of  streets  and  public 
places.  Street  cleansing  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Council’s 
Surveyor.  The  need  for  cleansing  of  cesspools  and  privies  does  not 
arise. 

There  are  no  public  baths  or  washhouses  in  the  town. 


Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

Small  swimming  pools  for  instructional  purposes  are  situated  at 
the  Grammar  School  and  the  Secondary  Modern  School.  Their  use  is 
restricted  to  the  pupils  at  the  schools.  On©  factory  provided  a 
swimming  pool  for  the  use  of  employees. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  28  samples  of  water  taken  from 
swimming  pools  were  all  satisfactory. 

There  are  no  baths  or  swimming  pools  open  to  the  public  on 
payment  within  the  Urban  District. 


Shops  and  Offices 

Shops,  Offices  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1965 

Class  of  Premises  Number  registered  Number  of  Registered  No.  of  Persons 

at  end  of  year  Premises  receiving  employed  in 

General  Inspection  registered 

Premises 


Offices 

38 

37 

205 

Retail  Shops 

87 

87 

370 

Wholesale  Shops, 
Warehouses 

2 

2 

25 

Catering  .establishments 
open  to  public,  Canteens 

13 

13 

74 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

1 

1 

TO  TIL 

141 

140 

675 

The  number  of  visits  made  to  registered  premises  during  the  year 
was  A-80;  six  offices,  twelve  retail  shops,  three  catering  establishments 
and  a  fuel  storage  depot  were  registered  during  the  year. 


The  agricultural  (Safety,  Health  and  "elf are  Provisions)  let,  1956 

Three  holdings  were  inspected  under  this  -Act  during  the  year,  and 
were  found  to  comply  with  the  Act, 
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Factories  Act,  1961 

There  were  56  factories  with  mechanical  power  and  11  without 
mechanical  power  registered  with  the  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year* 
In  addition,  there  were  6  workplaces  to  which  Section  7  of  the  >>ct 
applied. 

Part  I  of  Act 


1.  Inspections  made  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector), 

Number  on  Inspections  Written  Occupiers 
Premises  Register _ Notices  Prosecuted 

(I)  u5  (35  (4)  (5) 


(i)  Factories  in 
which  Sections 
I>2,3>4  and  6 
are  to  be 
enforced  by 


Local  Authorities 

11 

1 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

.  5-6  

41 

(iii)  Other 
premises  in  which 
Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(except  outworkers' 
premises ) 

6 

361 

TOTAL  73  403 


2,  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars  Number  of  cases  in  which  Number  of 

defects  were  found  cases  in 

Found  Remedied  Referred  which 

to  H.M.  by  H.M,  prosecutions 
Inspector  Inspector  were 

_ instituted 

(1)  (2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 

Inadequate 

Ventilation  1  1 


TOTAL  1 


1 


Outworkers 

There  is  one  outworker  registered  with  the  Local  Authority  engaged 
in  making  wearing  apparel.  Conditions  were  satisfactory. 

One  factory  without  mechanical  power  and  three  with  mechanical  power 
were  added  to  the  register  during  the  year.  Four  worlq? laces  were 
registered. 

power 

One  factory  with  mechanical/and  twelve  w ork  places  subject  to 
the  Act  we re  erased  from  the  register  during  the  year. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  Area 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  R*H.  Shaw-Batchford,  Public  Health  Inspector 

to  the  Council,  for  the  following  statement  furnished  under  Article 

25(20)  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959**“ 

Inspections 

Accumulations  =  2 

Animals  =  5 

Bakehouses  =  8 

Camping  Sites  =  235 

Canteens  =  2 

Caravans  =  22 

Dairies  =  4 

Drainage  =  71 

Drain  Tests  =  34 

Factories  (without  mechanical  power)  ,  =  1 

Factories  (with  mechanical  power)  »  41 

Food  Handling  Byelaws  =  4 

Food  Premises  =  27 

Housing  =  116 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Kitchens  =  11 

Ice  Cream  (Registered  Premises)  =  3 

Infectious  Disease  =  11 

Markets  =  40 

Public  Conveniences  =  11 

Noise  =  1 

Petroleum  Stores  =  22 

Refuse  Tips  =  84 

Schools  =  1 

Sewage  Disposal  Works  =  102 

Sewers  =  47 

Slaughterhouses  =  5 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools  =  17 

Water  Supply  =  99 

Water  Courses  =  7 

Work  Places  =  36 1 

Notices  Issued 

Informal  =  46 

Statutory  re  Housing  =  Nil 

Statutory  under  other  Acts  =  19 


Summary  of  Defects  Remedied 

Ashbins  provided  =  1 
Accumulations  removed  =  21 
Cesspools  and  septic  tanks  cleansed  =  3 
Drains  and  Gullies  cleared  =  19 
Drains  repaired  =  6 
New  drains  provided  =  1 
Defective  floors  repaired  =  4 
Defective  roofs  repaired  =  5 
Defective  eaves  gutters  repaired  =  2 
Defective  brickwork  repaired  =  5 
Defective  Coppers  remedied  =  2 
Defective  windows  repaired  =  8 
Defective  chimneys  repaired  =  7 
Dampness  of  floors  and  walls  remedied  =  6 
Closets  repaired  or  renewed  =  2 
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Summary  of  Defects  Remedied  (continued) 


Oil  or  Grease  Traps  installed  =  1 

Paving  repaired  —  2 

Rainwater  pipes  provided  or  repaired  =  2 

Staircases  repaired  =  2 

Sanitary  fittings  provided  =  1 

Stoves  repaired  =  2 

Moveable  dwellings  removed  =  22 

Water  supplies  provided  =  8 


Camping  Sites  -  Public  Health  Act  1936.  Section  269 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  I960 

Seven  sites  within  the  Urban  District  were  used  for  camping 
purposes  during  the  year.  No  licences  were  granted  by  the  Council 
under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936. 

Three  sites  were  licenced  under  Section  3  of  Caravan  Sites  and 
Control  of  Developmen  Act,  i960 

It  is  estimated  that  the  maximum  number  of  campers  in  the  area 
at  any  time  did  not  exceed  130  persons. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  town. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

Hydrogen  Cyanide  Regulations  (Fumigation  of  Buildings)  1951 

No  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs  during  the 

year. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

The  Council  employs  one  rodent  operator  who  works  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector.  This  work  averages 
about  24  hours  per  week. 


Premises 

Total 

No.  of 

Total 

inspected 

Infest- 

Rats 

properties 

Inspect- 

at ions 

Major  Minor 

Mice 

treated 

ions 

Local 

Authorities’ 

Properties 

2 

2 

2 

- 

2 

6 

Dwelling 

Houses 

20 

3 

3 

5 

34 

Agricultural 

Properties 

4 

mm 

MB 

4 

All  other 

(including 

business) 

42 

31 

31 

— 

31 

138 

premises 

Total 

68 

38 

38 

- 

38 

222 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928 

No  new  licences  were  granted  by  the  Council  for  the  storage  of 
petroleum  spirit.  There  were  18  storage  installations  in  use  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 
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SECTION  D  -  HOUSING- 

During  the  year  34  Council  dwellings  were  completed,  and  none 
were  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Two  sub-standard 
houses  owned  by  the  Council,  used  as  temporary  housing,  ceased  to  be 
occupied  during  the  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  owned  333  permanent  dwellings. 
Private  persons  completed  47  new  houses  in  the  Urban  District  and 
had  38  houses  under  construction  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  repair  by  owners  of  37  unfit  dv/ellings  was  obtained  as  a  result 
of  informal  action. 

The  number  of  housing  inspections  made  during  the  year  was  11 6. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year 

1 .  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts) 

2.  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation 


Housing  Act,  1957.  Part  IV.  Overcrowding 

Overcrowding  of  dwellings  is  not  a  big  problem  in  the  town. 
Five  dwellings  were  known  to  be  overcrowded  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year.  No  cases  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Council  during  the  year  and 
it  was  possible  to  secure  abatement  of  one  case,  involving  10  persons, 
so  that  only  four  dwellings  were  known  to  be  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 


46 

Nil 

46 


Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958.  Part  II.  Section  30 

During  the  year  the  Council  made  2  grants  under  this  section  for 
the  improvement  of  dwelling  houses.  These  grants  were  discretionary 
grants  and  brought  the  total  number  of  such  grants  made  by  the  Council 

to  64. 


House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959.  Part  II.  Section  4 

During  the  year  the  Council  made  3  grants  under  this  section  for 
the  improvement  of  dwellings  by  the  provision  of  standard  amenities. 


Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958.  Part  II.  Section  43 

House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959.  Section  3 

The  Council  made  2  loans  under  these  sections  to  assist  persons 
in  house  purchase.  These  brought  the  total  number  of  loans  granted 
to  146. 
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Houses  Demolished 


In  Clearance  Areas 
Not  in  Clearance  Areas 
Local  Authority  owned  houses 
certified  unfit 


Nil 


11 


Unfit  Houses  made  Pit  and  Houses  in  which  Defects  were  Remedied 


(l)  After  informal  action 


37 

Nil 


(2)  After  formal  action 


Nil 

Nil 


Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 


There  is  only  one  house  let  in  lodgings  in  the  town. 


SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 


Milk  -  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 


The  Urban  District  is  a  specified  area  and  all  milk  sold  retail 
is  designated  milk,  i.e.,  pasteurised,  sterilised  or  tuberculin  tested 
milk.  The  number  of  inspections  of  dairies  made  during  the  year  was 
four. 

Eleven  milk  distributors  were  registered  with  the  Council.  There 
is  one  dairy  situated  within  the  Urban  District  but  no  plants  for  the 
pasteurisation  of  milk. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  I960 

All  licences  granted  under  these  Regulations  are  issued  by  the 
Herefordshire  County  Council,  which  is  the  Pood  and  Drug  Authority. 

Fortythree  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  and  41  were  found  to  comply  with  the 
Regulations;  two  did  not  comply  with  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Three  samples  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  were  sent  for  biological 
test;  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Ice  Cream 

One  automatic  ice  cream  making  machine  came  into  use  during  the 
year  -  this  was  the  only  manufacture  of  ice  cream  for  sale. 

There  7/ere  34  premises  registered  for  storage  and  sale  of  ice 
cream. 

There  was  no  evidence  that  consumption  of  ice  cream  caused  acute 
disease  in  the  population. 

Water  Cress 

No  special  action  was  necessary  by  the  Department  in  connection 
with  the  sale  of  this  foodstuff.  It  grows  in  natural  conditions  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  town,  and  supplies  from  commercial  beds  are  also 
sold  in  the  town. 
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Shell  Fish 

The  sale  of  shellfish  in  the  town  is  small.  No  action  by  the 
Department  was  necessary  and  no  case  of  illness  was  attributed  to 
consumption  of  this  food.  Small  quantities  of  oysters  from  Whitstable, 
and  mussels  and  cockles  from  the  Gower  coast  form  the  greater  part  of 
this  trade.  With  the  development  of  frozen  foods,  it  is  possible 
that  the  sale  of  fresh  fish  will  diminish. 


Meat 

Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958 

One  licensed  slaughterhouse  continued  in  use  throughout  the  year. 

Mr.  C,H,  Ramsay,  Authorised  Meat  Inspector,  terminated  his  service 
with  the  Council  on  24th  September  to  take  up  another  appointment. 

Mir,  N,  Brooke  commenced  duties  as  Authorised  Meat  Inspector  on  18th 
October  and  during  the  interval  the  veterinary  surgeons  in  the  town 
undertook  the  inspection  of  meat.  This  assistance  was  much  appreciated 
by  the  Council, 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  during  the  year  was 
45>679?  an  increase  of  9>227  on  the  total  for  the  previous  year.  The 
need  for  some  assistance  for  the  Authorised  Meat  Inspector  became 
apparent. 

During  the  year  additional  floor  drains  were  provided  at  the 
abattoir  for  the  gut  room,  offal  room  and  the  cooling  hall.  Also 
additional  storm  water  drains  were  constructed.  Two  high  pressure 
water  spray  guns  were  installed  and  a  cattle  dressing  trolley,  two 
galvanised  carriers  and  50  sets  of  beef  offal  racks  were  provided. 

The  electic  lighting  for  the  hanging  space  has  been  improved. 

Disposal  of  unsound  meat  is  carried  out  by  contractors.  The 
unsound  meat  is  placed  in  closed  containers  clearly  marked  "Unfit  for 
Human  Consumption".  Livers  affected  with  fluke  go  for  processing 
into  dog  food,  and  all  other  unsound  meat  is  removed  for  manufacture 
into  fertiliser. 

Solid  carbon  dioxide  is  used  in  insulated  vehicles  for  meat 
transport  during  spring,  summer  and  autumn.  In  the  lamb  season  livers, 
hearts  and  sweetbreads  are  prepacked  and  stored  frozen. 


Meat  found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 

at  Abattoir  during  1965 


Oxen 


ntity 

Description 

Cause  of  unsoundness 

327 

Ox  Livers 

Abscess 

227 

u  it 

Fascioliasis 

130 

n  tt 

Hydatid  Cysts 

15 

"  Hearts 

Pericarditis 

10 

"  Heads 

Act inomycosis 

5 

"  Plucks 

Abscess 

30 

"  Lungs 

Hydatid  Cysts  and  pleurisy 

7 

"  Tongues 

Actinomycosis 

7 

"  Kidneys 

Sepsis,  infarcts  and 

Hydatid  Cysts 

1 

Cow  Carcase 

Diffuse  septic  peritonitis 

1 

*1  t! 

Generalised  tuberculosis 

30  lbs. 

Brisket 

Contusion 

84  lbs. 

Rump,  loin  and  flanks 

tt 

50  lbs. 

Shins 

Trauma 

18  lbs. 

Rib 

Steatosis 

74  lbs. 

Rump 

Bone  taint 
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Pigs 

Quantity  Description  Cause  of*  unsoundness 


1 

Pig  Carcase  and  Offal 

Anaemia 

3 

m  tf  m 

it 

Pyaemia 

1 

it  it  it 

tt 

Septic  pleurisy 

1 

tt  tt  it 

ft 

Jaundice 

1 

tt  tt  tt 

tt 

Septic  pericarditis 

1 

It  tt  tf 

tt 

"  enteritis 

1 

Pig  Carcase 

Mastitis 

6 

"  Feet 

Arthritis 

13  lbs. 

”  Hind  Quarter 

Sepsis 

3  lbs. 

n  Hock 

it 

13  lbs. 

M  Leg 

it 

6  lbs. 

"  Hock 

Arthritis 

2  lbs. 

tt  »t 

Cystic  disease 

5  lbs. 

"  Shank 

Sepsis 

14  lbs. 

"  Forequarter 

Abscess 

Sheep 

127?  lbs. 

Lamb 

Contusion 

73  lbs. 

it 

Incomplete  bleeding 

84  lbs. 

m 

Asphyxia 

103  lbs. 

ti 

Emaciation 

2 

Ewe  Carcase 

Jaundice 

35  lbs. 

Lamb 

Pyaemia 

5 

Ewe 

Emaciation  and  oedema 

66  lbs. 

Lamb 

A r  thr  it  is 

23  lbs. 

it 

Contamination 

4  lbs. 

"  flank 

Anasarka 

123  lbs. 

Lamb 

Trauma 

43  lbs. 

tt 

Contusion 

7  lbs. 

"  breast 

Sepsis 

11  lbs. 

"  leg 

Arthritis 

420 

Ewe  Plucks 

Hydatid  Cysts 

630 

Lamb  livers 

Fascioliasis 

30 

it  it 

C.  Tenuicollis 

18 

tt  it 

Necrosis 

13 

Sheep  hearts 

Pericarditis 

32 

M  lungs 

Bie  umonia 

Care  ases 

and  Offal  inspected  and 

condemned,  in  whole  or  in  part 

Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  and 

Cows_ Cows  Calves  Lambs  Pigs  Horses 


Number  killed  (if  known) 

6519  ... 

25 

24 

30520 

8591 

Number  inspected 

6519 

25 

24 

30520 

8591 

- 

All  Diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

26 

9 

. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

part'  or  organ  was 
condemned 

766 

9 

3 

1159 

675 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

if 

disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

11.7 

•  4.0 

16.7 

3.9 

7.9 

* 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was  condemned  - 

4 

- 

— 

.  32 

- 

Percentage  of  number 

inspected  affect  red  with 
tuberculosis 

— 

20 

— 

— 

0.4 

— 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned,  in  whole  or  in  part 

(continued) 


Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  and 

Cows_ Cows  Calves  Lambs  Pigs  Horses 


Cysticerosi3 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

1 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Meat  unfit  for  human  consumption  in  year  19^5  =  5  tons  9  cwts.  1  Qtr.  4 

Slaughter  of  Animals  (.Amendment)  Act,  1954;  and 

Slaughter  of  .Animals  Act?  1958 

Five  slaughterman’s  licences  were  issued  "by  the  Council  for  the 
slaughter  of  cattle,  sheep,  pigs  and  goats.  No  licences  were  issued 
permitting  the  slaughter  of  horses. 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations^  I960 


These  Regulations  are  being 
cases  unnecessary  as  most  traders 
standards. 

The  following  list  gives  the 
human  consumption  and  voluntarily 


observed  and  enforcement  is  in  many 
are  anxious  to  improve  their  hygienic 

amount  of  food  found  to  be  unfit  for 
surrendered: - 


Quantity  Food 


Cause  of  unsoundness 


13  x  6  lb.  tins 

Corned  Beef 

225  tins 

Miscellaneous 

9x6  lb.  tins 

Tongue 

5x4  lb.  " 

tt 

10  lbs. 

Ham 

10  lbs. 

Lambs’  Livers 

6  lbs. 

Jellied  Veal 

221  lbs. 

Fish 

28  lbs. 

Sugar 

60  lbs. 

Butter 

48  lbs. 

Margar ine 

315  packets 

Misc e llaneou  s 

Blown  tins 

foodstuffs  n  u. 

it  h 

tt  u 

tt  n 

tt  tt 

tt  n 

Decomposition 
Cont  aminat  ion 

it 

u 

Foods  " 


The  last  four  items  of  the  above  list  were  spoiled  as  a  result 
of  flood  damage. 

All  unsound  food  is  collected  by  the  Council's  staff  and  buried 
on  the  refuse  tip  at  Deep  Dean. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955*  Section-  16 

There  are  13  premises  in  the  town  concerned  with  processing, 
preservation,  or  manufacture  of  food,  registered  by  the  Council  under 
Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955*  Six  of  these  process 
meat,  including  brawn  and  sausage  manufacture  and  ham  boiling* 

There  are  4  bakeries  and  3  fish  frying  establishments  in  the  town. 
The  number  of  inspections  made  of  registered  premises  during  the  year 
was  27. 


Byelaws  as  to  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food, 

and  Sale  of  Food  in  Open  Air 

No  action  was  necessary  under  these  Byelaws,  which  have  resulted 
in  more  hygienic  handling  of  food. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955*  Section  26.  -  Food  Poisoning 

No  caes  of  food  poisoning  occurred  within  the  Urban  District 
during  the  year* 


SECTION  F  -  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  incidence  of  acute  notifiable  disease  was  low  during  19&5*  as 
36  notifications  were  received,  giving  a  notification  rate  of  9*1 
notifications  per  1,000  estimated  population.  In  1  964,  only  22 
notifications  were  received.  The  second  and  fourth  quarters  were  the 
periods  of  maximum  incidence*  Measles  gave  rise  to  34  notifications 
and  whooping  cough  to  21  notifications. 

The  Urban  District  continued  to  be  free  from  diphtheria,  typhoid 
fevers,  acute  poliomyelitis  and  dysentery. 


Confirmed  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 

in  each  Quarter  during  19&5 


Disease 

1  st 

Quarter 

2nd 

Quarter 

3rd 

Quarter 

4th 

Quarter 

Year 

Measles 

9 

11 

1 

13 

34 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

7 

10 

2 

21 

Meningococc  al 
infection 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

All  Diseases 

11 

18 

11 

16 

56 
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Measles 

The  incidence  of  measles  in  the  town  remained  unchanged  during 
the  year  except  for  the  third  quarter  when  only  one  case  was  notified. 
There  was  thus  a  period  of  three  months  from  August  when  the  town  was 
completely  free  from  the  disease.  The  34  notifications  arose  in 
19  households,  ten  each  experienced  a  single  case.  .  A  clear  history 
of  contact  with  a  previous  case  was  obtained  in  12  instances.  The 
number  of  females  affected  was  19,  and  all  patients  were  children 
under  10  years  of  age.  The  measles  notification  rate  for  the  Urban 
District  was  5*6  per  1>000  estimated  population. 


Whooping  Cough 

The  number  of  notifications  of  whooping  cough  received  was 
21  compared  Y/ith  5  In  the  previous  year.  Most  cases  occurred  during 
the  second  and  third  quarters  of  the  year#  involving  l6  families, 

12  of  which  each  experienced  one  case.  In  only  one  instance  was  a 
clear  history  of  contact  with  a  previous  case  ascertained.  All, 
except  one  of  the  patients,  were  children  under  ten  years  of  age; 

thirteen  were  females.  _  . 

The  whooping  cough  notification  rate  for  the  Urban  District  was 

3*4  per  1,000  estimated  population. 


Pneumonia 


No  notifications  of  pneumonia  were  received.  This  disease 
v/as  attributed  as  cause  of  death  in  tY/o  instances. 


Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  according  to  Age  Groups 
- - — - - -  All 


Disease 

0+ 

1  + 

2+ 

3+ 

4+ 

5+ 

10+ 

15+ 

25+  45+  65+ 

Ages 

Whooping 

Cough 

3 

3 

2 

3 

2 

7 

1 

- 

-  -  - 

21 

Measles 

- 

2 

7 

5 

8 

12 

- 

- 

-  -  - 

34 

Meningo¬ 

coccal 

Infection 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_  -  - 

1 

All 

Diseases 

4 

5 

9 

8 

10 

19 

1 

- 

- 

56 

One  case  of  meningococcal  infection  was  notified  in  the  final 
quarter  of  the  year. 


Other  Infectious  Diseases 

IvLuips  appeared  in  the  population  in  February  and  cases  continued 
to  occur  until  the  end  of  November.  The  incidence  of . the  disease 
increased  somewhat  during  the  third  quarter.  Over  thirty  cases 

occurred  in  children  of  school  age.  .  .  .  , 

An  outbreak  of  chicken-pox  occurred  in  March,  giving  rise  to 

25  known  cases. 
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Tuberculosis 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  44  cases  of  tuberculosis 
on  the  register,  36  of  these  being  in  respect  of  respiratory  disease. 
During  the  year  5  cases  of  respiratory  disease  were  added  to  the 
register,  four  of  these  being  new  respiratory  infections. 

Two  cases  of  respiratory  disease  were  removed  from  the  register 
during  the  year  having  recovered;  so  that  47  cases  remained  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year  -  39  of  these  being  in  respect  of 
respiratory  disease. 

There  were  no  deaths  in  the  Urban  District  attributed  to 
tuberculosis  during  19 65. 


-0-0 -0-0-0 -0-0-0-0-0-0- 
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COUNTY  OBSERVATORY, 
ROSS-ON-WYE. 

ANNUAL  METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT  FOR  19^5 


A  COOL  YEAR,  with  RAIN  just  exceeding  the  average. 
SUNSHINE  DEFICIENT 


For  the  first  time  since  i960  the  year's  rain  exceeded  the 
average  and  the  year  19^5  exhibited  many  contrasts.  Of  all  the 
months,  MARCH  wa3  the  most  striking  by  reason  of  its  extremes,  from 
wintry  cold  to  summer  heat  in  the  space  of  four  weeks. 

JULY  was  noteworthy  for  its  dullness  and  low  temperature.  Only 
once  (in  1944)  has  it  had  less  sunshine  and  only  once  has  there  been  a 
cooler  July  (in  1922).  It  was  moreover  the  wettest  month  of  the  year 
a  distinction  it  last  held  in  193&. 

SEPTEMBER  had  its  heaviest  rainfall  since  1958*  By  contrast 
FEBRUARY,  the  driest  month,  had  its  lowest  rainfall  since  1932  and 
experienced  an  "absolute  drought"  or  rainless  period  of  23  days 
ending  on  the  15th.  February  has  only  once  had  less  sunshine  -  in 
1940.  There  was  only  0. 32  inch  of  rain  measured  from  January  21st 
to  March  1st  (inclusive)  thus  constituting  a"partial  drought"  of 
40  days.  The  minimum  period  for  an"absolute  drought"  is  15  rainless 
days  and  for  a"partial  drought"  29  days  with  total  rainfall  not 
exceeding  0*29  inch  (or  daily  average  of  *01  inch). 

Some  snow  fell  in  January  -  especially  on  19th  -  but  the  heaviest 
fall  of  the  year  occurred  on  March  3rd  attaining  a  depth  of  inches 
the  greatest  in  March  since  1947*  Yet  on  the  29th  shade  temperature 
rose  to  7li  deg.F. ,  the  highest  March  reading  since  1929  -  after  a 
minimum  temperature  of  30  deg.  -  a  rise  of  41  deg.  in  a  few  hoursi I 

The  week  ending  April  3rd  had  74f  hours  of  bright  sunshine  -  a 
record  for  the  time  of  year  and  one  not  often  attained  during  the 
summer  months  l 

APRIL  and  MAY  both  had  average  tenperature.  For  the  Tenth 
successive  year  rainfall  in  May  was  below  average  and  for  fourth  year 
in  succession  SUNSHINE  was  deficient  in  spite  of  total  of  79^  hours 
during  the  week  ending  on  the  15th,  the  brightest  week  of  the  year. 

The  summer  was  disappointing,  being  cool  and  cloudy  with  a  fair 
number  of  thunderstorms  especially  in  July  when  a  heavy  storm  gave 
over  1  inch  of  rain  in  an  hour  on  the  14th.  July  was  the  month  with 
the  greatest  deficiency  in  warmth  in  19&5* 

For  the  first  time  since  records  of  temperature  began  90  years 
ago,  ground  frost  was  registered  in  July  -  so  that  every  month  has 
now  experienced  ground  frost.  Until  19&5?  July  was  the  only  month 
free  from  ground  frost.  July  recorded  its  highest  rainfall  since 
1936. 

A  dry  AUGUST  made  some  amends,  but  although  the  warmest  month 
of  the  year,  it  was  cooler  than  the  average  but  with  sunshine  a 
little  above  average.  The  middle  week  was  warm.  The  summer  was 
the  wettest  since  1954» 

SEPTEMBER  was  cool  and  wet)  the  coolest  since  1952;  on  one 
day  temperature  did  not  rise  above  51  deg.  Rainfall  was  the  highest 
since  i960. 

OCTOBER  had  more  foggy  days  than  usual.  For  the  fourth  year  in 
succession  rainfall  was  deficient.  An  unusual  feature  was  the  heavy 
thunderstorm  on  the  7th.  Two  days  had  a  temperature  up  to  72  deg.  - 
one  degree  higher  than  July's  highest  temperature  -  and  the  highest 
in  October  since  1 959*  October  was  the  first  month  since  March  with 

above  average  warmth. 
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The  year  ended  with  a  cold  NOVEMBER  and  a  mild  wet  DECEMBER. 
Both  months  had  more  than  average  sunshine,  December's  record  being 
the  best  since  1948,  whilst  November  was  the  coldest  since  1952. 
Christmastide  was  bright  and  frosty.  Not  since  1959  had  there  been 
a  mild  December. 


TABLE  I 


SHADE  TEMPERATURE  (deg.  FAIR.  ) 

Thermometers  in  a  STEVENSON  SCREEN  (4  ft.  above  short 

grass) 


Month 

Ms  an 

Deviation 

from 

Normal,  x 

E 

X  T  R 

E  M 

E  S 

Highest 

Date 

Lowest 

Date 

January 

39.7 

+  0.3 

53 

7,  16 

21 

5 

February 

38.0 

-  2.1 

49 

12 

19 

3 

March 

42.3 

-  0.6 

71 

29 

15 

3 

April 

47.5 

0.0 

65 

2 

30 

2 

May 

53.3 

0.0 

79 

14 

33 

19 

June 

58.2 

-  0.4 

74 

30 

39 

2 

July 

57.7 

-  4.1 

71 

14 

38 

4 

August 

59.9 

-  1.0 

78 

12 

43 

8 

September 

5A-3 

-  2.4 

67 

16,  21,  22 

37 

28 

October 

51.5 

+  1.8 

72 

4,  5 

34 

18 

November 

41.1 

-  2.8 

59 

1  st 

24 

15 

December 

42.0 

+  1.6 

56 

00 

T— 

r^- 

19 

28 

Year  48.8  -  0.8 

79  May  14  th 

15 

March  3rd 

x  Normals  are  for  the 

70  years  1881  -  1950 

COLDEST  DAI  November  15th:  max.  temperature  29  deg.  F. 
WARMEST  NIGHT  August  I8th/l9th:  min.  temperature  60  deg.  F. 
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TABLE  II 


Mean  EARTH  TEMPERATURE  (deg.  FAHR. ) 


4 

Ground  Frost 


Month 

At 

Deviation 

At 

Deviation 

Lowest 

No.  of 

One 

from 

Four 

from 

Temper- 

Nights 

Foot 

Normal,  x 

Feet 

Normal,  x 

ature. 

Date 

with  frost. 

January 

38.7 

-  1.1 

42.8 

-  1.0 

15 

5 

18 

February 

38.5 

-  1.2 

41.8 

-  0.9 

28 

14 

4 

March 

41.2 

-  1.2 

42.2 

-  1.3 

7 

3 

18 

April 

48.2 

+  0.5 

47.1 

+  0.4  . 

21 

2 

14 

May 

54.3 

+  0.2 

51.1 

+  0.1 

24 

20 

4 

June 

59.4 

-  0.7 

55.4 

-  0.4 

29 

2 

2 

July 

60,9 

-  2.2 

58.1 

-  1.1 

28 

4 

2 

August 

61.7 

-  0.7 

59.4 

-  0.8 

36 

23 

0 

September  57.1 

-  1.6 

57.6 

-  1.4 

32 

20 

0 

October 

53.4 

+  1.1 

55.1 

0.0 

28 

17 

6 

November 

44.5 

-  1.1 

49.8 

-  0.3 

13 

15 

17 

December 

41.4 

-  0.2 

45.3 

-  0.8 

9 

28 

15 

Year 

49.9 

-  0.7 

50.5 

-  0.6 

7 

Mar  ch 

ill 

3rd 

x  Normals  are  for  40  years  1921  -  i960 

/  Ground  frost  occurs  when  temperature  falls  below  32  deg,  F. 


N.B.  For  the  first  time  since  records  began  ground  frost  was 
registered  in  July  -  hitherto  the  only  month  free  from 
ground  frost. 


TABLE  III 
RAINFALL  (in  Inches) 


Diameter  of  Gauge:  5  inches 

Height  above  Mean  Sea  Level:  223  feet 

Height  of  Rim  above  ground:  12  inches 


Deviat  ion 

Highest 

No.  of 

Duration  of 

Total 

from 

Daily 

Rain 

Rainfall. 

Month 

Depth. 

Normal,  x 

Fall. 

Date 

Days.  <£ 

Hrs.  and  lOths 

January 

2.73 

0.00 

.58 

9 

16 

46.9 

February 

.14 

-  1.92 

.12 

19 

5 

3.7 

March 

2.48 

+  0.51 

.41 

25 

15 

55.5 

April 

1.38 

-  0.50 

.31 

11 

15 

22.4 

May 

1.54 

-  0.62 

.28 

16 

17 

22.2 

June 

2.58 

+  0.27 

.74 

15 

15 

35.5 

July 

4.73 

+  2.42 

1.21 

14 

18 

38.1 

August 

1.30 

-  1.20 

.35 

10 

10 

12.2 

September 

4*14 

+  1.72 

.78 

8 

15 

75.4 

October 

1.63 

-  1.35 

.72 

7 

12 

14.8 

November 

2.95 

+  0.13 

.76 

28 

19 

49.1 

December 

3.76 

+  O.96 

.52 

31 

22 

87.5 

Year 

29.36 

+  0.78 

1.21 

July 

14th 

179 

463.3 

x  Normal  is  for  100  year  period  1861  -  I960 

</>  A  "rain-day”  is  one  with  at  least  ,003  inch  rainfall 
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TABLE  IV 


BRIGHT  SUNSHINE  (Hours  and  Tenths) 


Total 

Deviation 

Highest  daily 

Number  of 

Month 

Duration 

from  Normal 

X  record 

Date 

sunless  davs 

January 

7  6.6 

+  23.5 

7.3 

4 

8 

February 

25.0 

-  43.9 

3.8 

27 

12 

March 

136.6 

+  22.5 

11.6 

28 

5 

April 

147.3 

-  5.7 

11.3 

1  st 

2 

May 

159.5 

-  27.4 

13.9 

1 2 

0 

June 

176.9 

-  22.3 

14.8 

28 

1 

July 

98.4 

-  82.9 

13.2 

31 

3 

August 

172.2 

+  2.3 

14.0 

7 

0 

September 

111.5 

-  18.4 

10.5 

19 

4 

October 

84.5 

-  13.I 

8.6 

10 

5 

November 

75.3 

+  17.0 

7.8 

14,  22 

11 

December 

69.8 

+  20.0 

6.9 

26 

9 

Year 

1333.6 

-128.4 

14.8 

June 

28  60 

K 

Normals  are 

for  45  years 

1916  to  I960 

Highest  SOLAR  RADIATION  temperatures 


145  deg.  P. 

143  deg.  P 
142  deg.  P. 
140  deg.  P. 


August  22nd 
August  l6th 
August  17th 
August  11th 


TABLE  V 


BAROMETRIC  PRESSURE  (in  Inches  of  Mercury) 
Corrected  for  Mean  Sea-Level  and  temperature  32  deg.  FAHR. 

Height  of  Cistern  above  Sea-Level:  226  feet 


Mean 

Deviation 

E 

X  T 

REM 

E 

Month 

Pressure 

from  Normal 

x  Highest 

Date 

Lowest 

Date 

January 

29.819 

-  0.141 

30.636 

5 

28.652 

20 

February 

30.405 

+  0.409 

30.836 

2 

29.696 

28 

March 

29.935 

-  0.068 

30. 551 

28 

29.247 

3 

April 

29.927 

-  0.010 

30.430 

1 

29.529 

17 

May 

29.946 

-  0.042 

30.262 

12 

29.287 

4 

Jure 

29.964 

-  0.068 

30.433 

28 

29.456 

22 

July 

29.903 

-  0.074 

30.352 

16 

29.427 

23 

August 

29.940 

-  0.040 

30,204 

11 

29.439 

21 

September 

29.791 

-  0.221 

30.491 

20 

29.152 

25 

October 

30.094 

+  0.026 

30.481 

17  • 

29.566 

31 

November 

29.768 

-  0.147 

30.506 

5  • 

28.523  ^ 

29 

December 

29. 593 

-  0.372 

30.242 

21  • 

28.844 

24 

Year 

29. 924 

-  0.056 

30.836 

Feb.  2 

28.523 

Nov. 

x  Normals  are  for  50  years  1901  -  1950 

This  reading  is  the  lowest  recorded  since  January,  1949* 
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TABLE  VI 


WIND  DIRECTION  and  HUMIDITY 


Prevailing  Percentage  of  Relative  Humidity 


Month 

Wind 

observations 

Mean 

Percentage 

Lowest 

Value 

Date 

January 

SW 

33 

83 

62 

14 

February 

N 

39 

82 

51 

27 

March 

E 

18 

77 

22 

19 

April 

W 

26 

71 

18 

3  / 

May 

SW 

21 

69 

32 

19 

June 

SW 

38 

73 

42 

5 

July 

SW 

30 

7  6 

39 

31 

August 

SW 

34 

74 

40 

29 

September 

SW 

31 

81 

44 

1 

October 

NE  and  E 

each  22 

87 

44 

29 

November 

E 

23 

82 

50 

16 

December 

SW 

35 

83 

58 

6  &  18 

Year 

SW 

32 

78 

18 

3  April 

k  100  per  cent  equals  saturation 

/  The  Humidity  on  this  date  reached  its  lowest  level  (18  per  cent) 
since  July  1934* 


METEOROLOGICAL  OFFICER 
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